Total prosthetic replacement of ankylosed knees.
Total knee arthroplasty is reliable for achieving pain relief, increasing range of motion, maintaining stability, and improving walking ability. In this study, the results in knees with a preoperative range of motion of 0 were reviewed to determine whether an ankylosed knee can be replaced successfully. In eight of nine knees, the results with regard to pain, stability, and walking ability were good at follow-up evaluations greater than 2 years after operation. Range of motion was also improved in all knees but was still limited. Motion achieved was in a physiologic arc with all knees having full, or nearly full, extension.